
 
Syllabus, Clarinet Studio 

Miami University, Department of Music 2006-07 
                                    ~Excellence, Artistry, Diversity and Cultural Unity~ 

 
 

 
Professor Mich•le Gingras             
OfficeÚPhone: 201 CPA: 529-3071, with voice mail 
Home phone and FAX: 523-6720, with voice mail 
E-mail: gingram@muohio.edu 
Web site: http://www.fna.muohio.edu/faculty/gingram 
Office Hour: Most noon times and by appointment 

 
 

Music Stores:  
 

Sheet Music: Eble Music: (319) 338-0313 or : Luyben Music: (816) 753-7111 or order@luybenmusic.com  
Clarinet textbooks and CDs: VanCott Services: http://www.vcisinc.com/ 
Reeds, etc.: WWBW.com (800) 348-5003 or  Muncywinds.com (800) 333-6415 or  Weinermusic.com (800) 622-
CORK or  Prowinds.com in Bloomington: (800) 789-8509 
Repairs: Steve Cook 859-282-5836 (cookrepair@fuse.net; Randy Thompson from Willis Music at Northgate Mall 
will pick up instruments on Fridays at Miami for Steve Cook. Randy Thompson: 513-520-9568; 
Donna Riley, Winds of West Chester, 8141 Lesourdsville-West Chester Rd (45069) (513) 779-0054 (local) 
Pro Winds in Bloomington: (800) 789-8509 (excellent work, reasonable prices) 
Miles Davis (Louisville, KY) (888) 482-8952; e-mail: milesahead@iolky.com (excellent &  reasonable) 
Hauer Music (Dayton): call Patricia Swank to make an appointment (the store picks up instrument in                       
CPA on Monday nights and returns instruments on the next Tuesday in CPA 119): (800) 54HAUER; 
Michael Schear: (800) 846-5270 (closest to Oxford in RoselawnÐRonald Reagan highway/75 area): basic repairs, and 
he sends advanced repairs to Ken Kappner in Mason.   
Ken Kappner: in Mason; (513) 398-1740 
David Lusk: basic repairs: (513) 576-6224 (Milford, OH, Cincinnati area) 
Minor Repairs: Buddy RogerÕs Music (513) 931-6780 (1939 Galbraith rd. off Colerain) 

 
Free Online Staffpaper: http://www.lib.virginia.edu/dmmc/Music/Musicpaper/ 
 
Required text: Clarinet Secrets by Michele Gingras.  
To order : http://www.scarecrowpress.com (type ÒGingrasÓ), or visit Shriver Bookstore @ Miami 
 
Selected Reading List               L ibrary call #: 
¥ Gingras, Mich• le. Clarinet Secrets, Scarecrow Press (required for this course)  MT380.G55 
¥ Brymer, Jack. Clarinet, Schirmer Books      ML945 .B8 1977 
¥ Kroll, Oskar. The Clarinet. N.Y. Taplinger,      ML945 .K7613 
¥ Rehfeldt, Phil. New Directions for Clarinet. Scarecrow Press   ML945 .R43 
¥ Stubbins, William. The Art of Clarinetistry. Guillaume Press   ML946 .S88 
¥ Stein, Keith. The Art of Clarinet Playing.      MT382 .S7x c.2 
¥ Bonade, Daniel. The ClarinetistÕs Compendium. Leblanc Publ.   MT380 .B65x 
¥     Drushler, Paul, The Altissimo Register: A Partial Approach. SHALL-u-mo  MT380 .D77 1978 
¥     Pino, David, The Clarinet and Clarinet Playing. ScribnerÕs Sons   MT380 .P56 
¥     Lawson, Colin.  The Cambridge Companion to the Clarinet. Cambridge University Press ML945 .C36 1995 
¥     The quarterly magazine The Clarinet is in the music library   Magazine section 
¥ and many more, please consult your book list in blue binder reserved in library   
 

Please bri ng Clari net Secrets book  by Gingras, your music manuscri pt book, a recording device, 
and one blank  CD-R, at each lesson. A lways have your i nstrument assembled before knocking on 

my  door on the hour.  
 



Books related to Careers, Job Retention, and Work in General (available on Amazon.com): 
 

• Becoming an Indispensable Employee in a Disposable World by Neal Whitten 
• How to Be the Employee Your Company Can' t Live Without by Glenn Shepard 
• Don' t Sweat the Small Stuff at Work by Richard Carlson 
• Who M oved My Cheese  by Spencer Johnson and Kenneth Blanchard 
• Don' t Sweat the Small Stuff--and it' s all Small Stuff by Richard Carlson  
• The Indispensable Employee Ð A Survival Manual by Eric Weber 
• 100+ Winning Answers to the Toughest Interview Questions by Casey Hawley 
• Beyond Talent-Creating a Successful Career in Music by Angela Myles Beeching 
 

Goals and Objectives  
 
Each student should strive to achieve his or her highest potential. Lessons are designed to suit individual needs, 
and weekly assignments are expected to be ready on time. Unless library parts are used, students must purchase 
their own music. Xeroxing music is illegal, except if used for educational purposes only (not for public 
performance). Instruments should be kept in working order, assembled before coming in for a lesson, and reeds 
should be ready to play at each lesson. Areas of development: Technical profi ciency, tone color, stylistic 
interpretation, articulation, consistency in playing, technical accuracy, body position and injury prevention, 
stage presence, and thorough knowledge of repertoire. Please note that working with a practice partner is 
encouraged to enhance learning and practice. 

 
Requirements, Attendance, and Mater ials 
 
All students are required to attend all lessons, clarinet studio classes (announced in advance, see schedule), 
clarinet events (including guest, clarinet faculty and student recitals, and master classes), and all Woodwind 
Forums. Missed lessons, studio class or forums must be excused. Only one unexcused missed applied lesson is 
allowed each semester without affecting the final grade. Thereafter, the grade will be lowered a half letter each 
missed lesson. Three unexcused applied lesson absences will result in the dismissal from the studio unless the 
matter is resolved between student and instructor within one week after the last missed lesson. 
ALL  STUDENTS MUST SIGN UP FOR LESSONS BY SEPT. 12, otherwise, students will not receive 
lessons after that date until the studentÕs name appears on the instructorÕs roster. The instructor is not required 
to make up student sick days unless there is at least 48 hours notice (students attending MusEd observations out 
of town must inform the instructor 5 days in advance to secure a make-up lesson). The instructor will make up 
faculty sick days, and (very rarely) will take Òresearch daysÓ off  with no make-up lessons. Each student is 
required to register for 3 or 4 cr/hrs unless diff erent arrangements are made with the instructor.  
Clari net Quartet:  MUS 109.W (1cr). Each student is expected to own a recent model professional clari net 
and mouthpiece, and must own a chromatic tuner with a relati vely loud ÒdroneÓ feature, a metronome 
(with subdivision feature), reed rush, a music manuscript book (to be used for lessons only), reeds, a 
recording device and/or an iPod (only 4th generation has an available mic), the Gingras Clarinet Secrets 
book, and the required clari net repertoire. If  you cannot find the above material, I will be glad to assist you. 
 
Minimum Practice Expectations 
 
   Performance Majors     3 hours daily 
   Music Education   2 hours daily 
   Music Minors   2 hours daily 
   BA in Music   2 hours daily 
   Focus Sequence and Electives 1.5 hours daily (a special audition is required to be admitted for this category) 

 
Grades/Method of Evaluation 
 
Grades are determined by each student's participation, interest, improvement, attendance, and EVIDENT work in the 
practice room ALL semester (15 weeks). Assignments are given each week and it is required that each student meet 
assignment expectations. To receive an A or A+, each student is required to perform in at least on one Woodwind Forum or 
Departmental Recital per semester (solo or chamber), attend all lessons and clarinet studio classes, achieve good tone  
 
 



quality, and follow the above steps. Any unexplained or non-excused missed lesson, as well as a noted lack of commitment 
will result in the lowering of the f inal grade. Each lesson is graded by the instructor . Lessons count for  75% of the 
final grade. Attendance to clar inet events: 5%, wr itten assignments or  tests: 5%, and the Jury grade counts for  
15% of the final grade. Please note that grade ÒinflationÓ is not applied by this instructor , and that plagiar ism is not 
tolerated whatsoever  (no exceptions). Grades for the course, individual assignments, attendance and juries will be based 
on the following criteria:  

 
Each lesson will be graded. Students are welcome to ask for their grade at the end of each lesson. A grade will be given 
based on weekly grades, progress, attitude, attendance, performance, tone, and the jury grade. In addition to constructive 
comments received during the weekly lesson, the student will be given written comments by the woodwind faculty 
regarding the jury performance. At the end of the third semester of study the jury panel will evaluate the student for 
promotion to upper level study. Retention at the lower level will be recommended if the student's skills are evaluated to be 
below upper level standards. Also, see ÒJunior StandingÓ below. 
 

A Student demonstrates a superior competency in completing course and studio requirements and/or a superior 
comprehension of presented material. Assignments are ready at each lesson. 

B Student demonstrates an above-average competency in completing course and studio requirements and/or above-
average comprehension of presented material. Assignments are satisfactory. 

C Student demonstrates an ability to adequately meet requirements of the course and studio requirements and/or an 
adequate comprehension of presented material. Assignments are not satisfactory. 

D Effort is put toward completing requirements of the course and studio requirements, but minimal requirements are not 
met. Assignments are not done. 

F Student fails to meet acceptable standards for earning a passing grade for the course. Assignments are not done and 
performance is poor. 

+ A plus grade will positively impact the average letter grade at the completion of the semester 
- A minus grade will negatively impact the average letter grade at the completion of the semester 

 
Applied Lessons and Advising 
 
4 cr⁄hrs: 1 hour per week; Additional time may be given upon request and only at the availability of the 
professor. Those with upcoming solo recitals or competitions will be given priority. Missed lessons must be 
excused at least 24 hours prior in order to be granted a make-up lesson. In case of a serious problem, please 
notify me ASAP. I can be reached at the above two numbers, as well as e-mail–This makes it virtually impossible 
not to reach me. Always leave your phone number. Due to the size of the clarinet studio, I cannot make-up 
unexplained or last minute absences. I will make up lessons when I am on tour as much as possible. Each 
student will receive at least the equivalent of one hour of private advising each semester. 
 
Jur ies/Standing/Hearings 
 
All enrolled students must play and pass a jury at the end of each semester (except graduate students and those 
who perform a recital during the semester, unless a jury is recommended by the professor). This includes one or 
two short pieces and memorized scales. All enrolled students must pass the Sophomore or Junior Standing in 
order to be allowed to sign-up for the next applied lesson level. Note:  the Junior  Standing Jury  is extremely 
important in terms of technical and musical standards. Both excellent preparation and performance must be 
demonstrated in the jury in order to pass on to Junior level clarinet lessons. For Junior Standing, students are 
responsible for inviting an external faculty member  (non-woodwind) to be present at their Jury (end of 
Sophomore year). Jury  duration: 10 mi. regardless of major. 
 
Failed juries 
 
After two semesters at a given level, music majors and performance minors are required to take a jury to advance 
to the next level. Students who fail to advance to the next level of applied music after two attempts are not 
allowed to continue as either a music major or minor (or non-major, pending instructorÕs decision). Students 
have the opportunity to repeat a failed hearing one ti me only. 

 
Reci tals 
 
Recital preparation must be planned with an accompanist and repertoire must be completely learned by the  
 
 



Hearing date. The Hearing date will be chosen by the instructor. Students must invite two faculty members to  
judge their Hearing. Students must design a recital poster, write a program, and provide payment to the 
accompanist if required. The program must be handed out to faculty members at the Hearing. 
Majors in Performance are required to give a half recital in the junior year (no credit); and a full recital in the 
senior year (MUS 491-492). Majors in Mus.Ed.: half recital in the senior year (no credit)-this cannot be 
fulfi lled during the semester of student teaching. Music minors: one full recital during either junior or senior 
year, or two half recitals during junior and/or senior year. B.A.: one recital (non-mandatory) Senior year; Non-
majors: to be arranged with instructor.  

 
Mi ami  Concerto and Undergraduate Artist Competi tions  
Participation to the Miami University Concerto Competition and Undergraduate Artist Competition must be pre-approved 
by the instructor. The most recent rules pages can be found at 
http://www.fna.muohio.edu/musweb/newspage/concomprules.html 
http://www.fna.muohio.edu/musweb/newspage/uacrules2003.html 
 
Temporary Departure f rom Clarinet Studio 

 
Clarinet studio members who discontinue applied music study at Miami University for one semester (or more) 
are required to successfully re-audition in order to be eligible to resume applied music study. This policy does 
not apply to anyone involved in student teaching or a Miami-sponsored study abroad program.  

 
Important dates (Dates, times, and programs subject to change): 
 

• Mich• le Gingras will perform a klezmer recital at the Main Library in Cincinnati  
• Michele Gingras will perform a short klezmer program during the Global Rhythm concert at Hall on 

Sunday, Oct. 23 @ 3pm 
• The Oxford Chamber Orchestra will perform at Hall on Sept. 30 @ 8pm 

 

Clarinet Studio Events Schedule 
FALL WW Forums (Tuesdays @ 11 a.m. in Souers Hall):  
¥ Sept. 12, Oct. 10, Nov. 7, Nov. 28 
SPRING WW Forums (Tuesdays @ 11 a.m. in Souers Hall): 
¥ Jan. 30, 2006, Feb. 27, March 27, April 17 
21th Anniversary Clar inet Studio Recital in Souers: 
¥ TBD (all studio members are required to perform) 
Concerto Competit ion WOODWIND Preliminar ies 
• Tues. Nov. 8 @ 4pm in Souers 
Undergraduate Ar t ist Competition Preliminiar ies and Finals: TBA in the Spr ing 
 
Please note that there will be a listening test at the end of the FALL semester . Sound clips are available on 

Blackboard under  my applied music courses. 
 
Please do not hesitate to let me know of any problems, I  am available all day between lessons,  
most noon ti mes and very  oft en around 4pm (and many evenings). Also, for Wind Ensemble students 
who rehearse at noon, I  have offi ce hours by appointment available. Please contact me and we will set 
up a meeting. Students are welcome to call me at home. Have a great year!  
 
Flexibility Clause 
The aforementioned requirements, assignments, and policies are subject to change. Students' experiences and needs will be considered in modifying 
this course syllabus. The instructor reserves the right to make changes as deemed necessary. 
Written statement regarding accommodations for Individuals with Disabilities on syllabus and clarinet studio website: 
If there is any individual in this class who is in need of academic or other  accommodations, please make an individual appointment with the course 
instructor to discuss accommodations. Upon individual request, this syllabus can be made available in alternative forms. If any has need of 
academic or other accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Resources (ODR) located at 19, Campus Avenue Building (513) 529-
1541 (TTY accessible), or visit www.muohio.edu/odr.  
 
I  read this syllabus and agree to fulfi ll the requirements for this class:  
 
Signed:  


